
Dear Parents and Carers,  
  
Welcome to another Castilion Primary School Newsletter.  

  
It is hard to believe we have reached the Easter break already. This term has certainly been a 

busy one.  There have been so many events to celebrate, which we have captured for you to 

see and remember with your children in the coming pages.  

  
It was a real pleasure to see so many of you during the recent parents’ evenings where you 

were able to discuss how your child is achieving in class, and in school generally, with their 

teacher. I know that many of you were very pleased with your child’s current outcomes and 

are keen to support them in any way you can to improve upon them. This collaborative        

approach, is certainly one we will continue to cultivate between yourselves and the school.   

  
In the coming summer term, we will be entering the assessment window for all primary 

schools in the UK.  Children from Year 1, Year 2, Year 4 and Year 6, will be participating in 

externally reported assessments.  

  
If you have a child in Year 6, at the end of key stage 2 (KS2), they will take national curriculum 

assessments between Monday 12 May to Thursday 15 May. 

 
 

If you have a child in Year 2, at the end of key stage 1 (KS1), they will take national curriculum 

assessments within the month of May. 

  

If you have a child in Year 1, your child will be participating in the Phonics Screening Check in 
June. If you have a child in Year 2 who did not meet the expected standard at the end of Year 
1, your child will be participating in the Year 2 resits of the Phonics Screening Check in June.  
The Phonics Screening Check is a check of your child’s phonics knowledge. The Phonics 
Screening Check will take place between Monday 9th June to Friday 13th June. 
  
If you have a child in Year 4, your child will be participating in the Multiplication Tables Check 
(MTC) between Monday 2nd June to Friday 13th June. 
The purpose of the check is to determine whether your child can fluently recall their times   
tables up to 12, which is essential for future success in mathematics. It will also help your 
child’s school to identify if your child may need additional support. 
   
We hope you and your family have a lovely Easter holiday and take time to rest and enjoy 

memory making together. We look forward to welcoming our children back to school on   

Tuesday 22nd April 2025. 

  
Yours sincerely,  

Mrs. Y. Bishop 

Date Activity 

Monday 12 May 2025 English grammar, punctuation and 

spelling papers 1 and 2 

Tuesday 13 May 2025 English reading 

Wednesday 14 May 2025 Mathematics papers 1 and 2 

Thursday 15 May 2025 Mathematics paper 3 
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Is Roblox safe for my child?  

Information to help you decide if Roblox is suitable for your child 

Roblox is a gaming platform where players can create and publish their 
own games. The platform can be a great educational tool to help teach 
children new skills like coding. However, there are also some risks. 

Roblox allows players to build and publish their own games. This 
means that other users could build games that contain adult or inap-
propriate themes that your child might see.  

Players can use the communication features of Roblox to talk to one 

other while they are playing. This means that there is a risk of cyber-

bullying or unwanted contact 

Six tips to help keep your child safe on Roblox 

Sign up with the correct age Make sure your child creates an account 
using the correct age. On Roblox, certain safety settings and parental 
controls are enabled by default for children under 13. However, you 
should still review the settings to ensure they’ve been set up correctly. 

Build a list of age-appropriate games Not all games on Roblox will be 
appropriate for your child. The platform has a setting that lets parents 
and carers limit what their child can play by allowing them to build lists 
of age-appropriate games. You can also switch off in-app spending or 
set them monthly limits. 
Explore communication settings You can manage who your child can 

speak to by disabling chat completely or limiting it to friends only. You 

can also switch off their inbox to stop them receiving direct messages. 
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. 
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For some families, room sharing is a choice to help siblings bond. For others, it's a 
necessity. 

Whatever your reasons for doing it, we've got advice and guidance on how it can be 

a positive experience and what you can do if your room's feeling overcrowded. 

 

Pros and Cons about sharing a room 

Many families find their children enjoy sharing a room because: 

• It’s the best way to use the space they have available. 

• Siblings or step-siblings enjoy one another’s company and want to share. 

• Fun arrangements like bunk beds can be exciting for children. 

 

However,  
    Some children may resent not having their own space. 

A child may feel uncertain if the sharing is happening because of a wider change 
they’re unsure of (eg blending families). 

You may have worries about overcrowding and the support you’re entitled to .  
 

What ever the reason is for children sharing bedrooms, we’ve got advice for that. 
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 Children sharing a bedroom in social housing 

If your home is owned by your council or a housing association, there are rules 

about how many children can share a room at different ages to prevent over-

crowding.  

The rules are different depending on where you live in the United Kingdom. Your 

local authority should be able to give you more information and discuss any con-

cerns.  

See the resources section below for advice from charity Shelter on overcrowding 

rules and what support you’re eligible for, depending on your circumstances and 

where you live.  

If you have a child with a disability, you may be able to claim benefits for their 

room, as well as for a room for a non-resident carer so they can provide overnight 

care. There’s more information from Shelter in the resources section be-

low.  

 

Useful resources  

If you live in England 

 

You can contact a housing advisor through your local Citizens Advice to discuss 
your options. 

Overcrowding rules in England (Shelter website) 

Housing advice (Shelter website) 

  

  

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
https://england.shelter.org.uk/housing_advice/repairs/check_if_your_home_is_overcrowded_by_law
https://england.shelter.org.uk/housing_advice/benefits/how_many_bedrooms_you_can_claim_benefits_for


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More and more children in early years have their own tablets or borrow 

their parents’ devices to play games, use apps and watch their favourite TV 

shows. See advice on simple things you can do to make sure they’re staying 

safe online.  

Please use the link below to access tips 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/0-5/ 

    Online safety for early years (under 5) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Welcome back all, it was lovely to meet with so many of you during the 
Spring parents meeting week to ensure your children are receiving appropriate 
support to aid them in achieving their full potential. I look forward to continuing 
to work with you and your children over the Summer term. Please find details of 
the Bexley Local Offer with lots of parent information you may find useful and 
dates of the Bexley Voice Tea & Talk Support Groups for 2025. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A message from our SENDCO, Mrs Whittaker 
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A message from our PE lead, Mr Cummins 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

This half term, the children have been exploring the articles below and have produced 

some fantastic out- comes 

generated from class discus-



 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reception 

This term the children in EYFS have enjoyed learning about our topic 'Growing'. 

The children have had the opportunity to prepare their own garden, grow their 

own beans as well as visiting Morrisons to look at the different varieties of fruit 

and vegetables available . The children have also looked at ways in which we can 

stay healthy; they learnt about the importance of sleep and a good diet and were 



Year 1/2 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This term one of our Maths topic has been base 10 and subtracting 2digit numbers. 

Children practised subtracting using base 10 (Not across 10) to subtract two 2-digit 

numbers on tens and ones mats. Children learnt to subtract the ones first and then 

As part of our Science focus on  this term children create simple food chains 

having learnt about the food chain and how each creature is dependent on the 

order to keep the chain intact. They understood that plant will usually be at the 

start of the food chain.  



 

Year 3/4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.  

 

We have had an outdoor PE unit of cricket with a coach this term. The children 

have really enjoyed learning the rules. We will be playing in a cricket tournament 

against other schools in the near future.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

In science we have been looking at the dangers of electricity as well as building 

functional circuits. The children have learnt about what makes a good or bad cir-

cuit and things such as insulators and conductors which can effect how a circuit 

functions.   



 
 
 
 
 

 

  
In science, children in Y5/6 have been exploring different materials and their 

properties. 

The children investigated which materials were the best 

insulators of heat 

 
 

Testing solubility  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

In history, the children have bee learning about the Viking invasion and whether 

they would do anything for money 

In Art, the children worked to produce their activism posters. Here are some 

examples of the posters they made. 



Congratulations to our Rights Respecting Citizens for Spring 2 

Reception 



Congratulations to our Rights Respecting Citizens for Spring 2 

Year 1/2  



Congratulations to our Rights Respecting Citizens for Spring 2 

 

Year 3/4 



Congratulations to our Rights Respecting Citizens for Spring 2 

Year 5/6 

 



 

 

At Castilion, we encourage our children to wear their school uniform with pride. 

Here is a reminder of the Castilion uniform: 

 White polo shirt 

 Green jumper, cardigan or fleece (if you wish to purchase a top with the 

school logo, these can be purchased at www.mapac.com) 

 Grey trousers, skirt, pinafore or shorts 

 Grey or white socks 

Our full uniform policy can be found on our website; 

https://www.castilion.apat.org.uk/uniform 

http://www.mapac.com


 
Under the new national framework, all schools will be required to consider a fine when a child 
has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) for unauthorised reasons. From August 2024, the fine 
for school absences across the country will be £80 if paid within 21 days, or £160 if paid within 
28 days.  

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-

school-what-you-need-to-know/ 

Attendance below 90% is classed as persistent absence and this means your child missing 19 
or more days during the academic year. This is roughly equivalent to your child missing 1 day 
or more every 2 weeks, or around 6 days each term.  

 

Arriving a couple of minutes late we might be tempted to think “well it’s just a couple of minutes” 
but over an academic year regular late arrival can look like this:  



 

 



 

 

Please do see the percentage of overall attendance by class for the 

SECOND half of the autumn term  

We would like to remind all parents and carers that it 

is important that all children come to school every 

day and on time. As a school, we take attendance 

very seriously, and regularly monitor this. 

We are so proud of each and every one of the         

children who have achieved a good record of           

attendance during the months of November and          

December. AWESOME JOB! KEEP UP THE GOOD 

WORK! 



 

If you provide your child with a packed lunch please remember 
we are a nut free school due to severe nut allergies. This      
includes products such as peanut butter and hazelnut 
spreads. 

As the weather gets warmer you may wish to consider using 
an insulated lunch bag and where possible adding a frozen 
cold pack to prevent food going off. 

If you wish to change your child to school dinners please contact the 
school office. 

Our full packed lunch policy can be found on our website; 

https://www.castilion.apat.org.uk/catering 

 

 

 

 


